
FCTC Financial Aid Office ~ Request for Dependency Override 

Please review the back of this form to review the criteria for determining if a student will 
be considered dependent or independent. If you feel you qualify for independent status, 
please complete this form in its entirety. Remember to attach all pertinent 
documentation. Be advised that no request will be considered without 
documentation that supports the reason for the request. 
 
Students who are under 24, with an income below the US Poverty Guidelines, must also 
complete the low/no income explanation form (available at the Financial Aid Office). 
Independent status will not be awarded unless students can prove that they are 
independent by showing that they provide more than 50% of the financial support for 
themselves (& family, if applicable.) 
 
 
Name 
 
 

Social Security # 

Address 
 
 

Class 

City ST Zip 
 
 

  Under 24 years old        Married 
  Parent                            Unmarried 

Please state your reason for dependency override: 

It can be helpful if you provide contact information for someone (not a family member) 
that can verify and/or support your request for independent status. 
Name:                             
 
      

Telephone: 

Address 
 
 

City ST Zip 

Relation to You: 
 
 

Length of Acquaintance: 

 
 
        
Signature    Date 
 
Submit this form to your Financial Aid Office. Requests will be reviewed within one week 
of submission, provided all appropriate documentation is received. A Financial Aid 
Specialist will contact you in writing to advise you of the ruling on the request. Should 
you have any questions, please contact the Financial Aid Office for assistance. 



FCTC Financial Aid Office ~ Request for Dependency Override 

Dependent / Independent Student Guidelines 
 
For the purposes of financial aid, you are considered an INDEPENDENT student if one 
or more of the following criteria apply to you: 
 
�‰ You were born before Jan. 1, 1985. 
 
�‰ You’re married on the day you apply (even if you are separated but not divorced). 
 
�‰ You have children who receive more than half their support from you. 
 
�‰ You have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and 

who receive more than half their support from you at the time you apply and through 
June 30, 2009. 

 
�‰ Both your parents are deceased. 
 
�‰ You are (or were until the age of 18) a ward or dependent of the court (adopted, 

foster care, etc.). 
 
�‰ You fled your parent’s home for your own safety, for reasons of abuse or neglect. 
 
�‰ You are currently serving on active duty in the US Armed Forces for purposes other 

than training. 
 
�‰ You’re a veteran of the US Armed Forces. (*No dishonorable discharge) 
 
If NONE of the above apply to you, you are a dependent student & do not qualify 
for independent status.  
 
If you selected at least one of the above items, then you may be considered 
independent. Be prepared to submit documentation supporting your status if it is 
requested by the Financial Aid Office. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  
�x If you are under 24 & unmarried, living with a parent or boyfriend, you will be 

considered dependent unless you can prove you are financially self sufficient. 
�x Not living with parents or not being claimed by them on tax forms does not determine 

dependency status for financial aid. 
�x Being estranged from your parents is not sufficient reason to authorize independent 

status. 
�x Parental refusal to disclose information does not make you independent. If your 

parents refuse to disclose their financial information, your application will be 
considered incomplete. 

 
Should you have any questions, please contact the Financial Aid Office for assistance. 


